
Contemporary American Fiction  Revision Notes for Essay #1 

Your revision notes should be typed, double spaced, and formatted correctly. 
Everything that needs to be written on your actual sheet is written in bold on this sheet. Don’t write 
it in bold on your sheet. 
 

Step One: Responding to my comments 
 
Respond to the following questions in a short paragraph. 
 
Do you find my comments helpful in giving you direction for your final draft? Do you disagree with 
anything I’ve written? Do you have any questions about any of my comments (if you do, ask me!)? 

 
Step Two: Thesis, revisited 

 
Now that you’ve completed your first draft, you should refine your thesis. 
Read your essay over twice, carefully. 
 
Remember that your thesis statement (your one-sentence description of your topic in your introduction) 
has to make a precise statement, and that thread has to run through all of the arguments in your essay.  
 
After having read your essay over, can you make a more precise statement about what your main 
argument is? If the answer is yes (which it almost certainly will be), rewrite your thesis statement, 
crafting it into a sentence that effectively states what the main argument of your essay is. 
 
Write the following on your revision notes: 
 

! Copy and paste your original thesis statement, and your revised one underneath it.  
! Include a brief note about what you changed, and why. 

 
Step Three: Revising your topic sentences 

 
Look closely at the first sentence of each paragraph. Does it properly introduce what the paragraph will be 
talking about? Does it make an analytical statement, or a factual one (it’s supposed to make an analytical 
one)? Does it follow from your thesis statement?  
 
Revise each of your topic sentences to make sure that it does what it’s supposed to do.  
 
Write the following on your revision notes: 
 

! Copy and paste one topic sentences that you revise. Copy and paste the old one, and the new 
revised one underneath it.  

! Briefly explain what you changed, and why. 
 
 
Step Four: Choosing your citations 
 
Most people in this class could benefit from having more citations in their drafts. More citations = more 
ammunition for your arguments. For step one, find new citations that are relevant to what’s being 
discussed in each paragraph. Try and make as many connections as possible. Compare and contrast 
different parts of the novel.  
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Remember that you want to choose citations that have meaning; that help us understand literary 
elements; that contain significant imagery; that contain words with significant or possible double 
meaning; that contain significant action, dialogue, or thought; that you can say something meaningful 
about. 
 
For each paragraph, note how many citations you’ve added, and why. 
 
Main idea of paragraph one: 
How many citations did you add? What new information or evidence is contained in these quotes? 
What new conclusions can you draw from this evidence? 
 
Repeat the above for as many paragraphs as you have.  
 

Step Five: Strengthening your analysis by taking away 
 
Remove any sentences (or parts of sentences) that are repetitive; that are summarizing too much; that do 
not relate to your thesis enough; or that do not say anything significant about the novel.  
 
Write the following on your revision notes: 
 

! Copy and paste five sentences that you removed from your essay. (you will probably have 
removed more than five, but just provide five examples here).  

! For each sentence, include a brief note about why you took it out. 
 
If you’re removing sentences, you’ll of course need to add sentences. The sentences you add should 
be analyzing the citations you’ve added in Step Four. 

 
Step Six: General revision notes 

 
Different students have different things they need to work on. Remember that revising involves taking 
away sentences, adding sentences, and modifying sentences. You may need to rewrite entire paragraphs, 
or long passages. You may need to move things around or reorganize your essay.  
 
For step six, write a paragraph explaining what you mostly did in your revision. How did you make 
your draft stronger? Were there any parts that needed to be rewritten? How did you make your 
essay feel more like one unified piece of writing? How did you strengthen your arguments so as to 
put forward a more convincing and more sophisticated argument? Talk about any aspects of your 
revision process that you think helped improve your essay.  
 


