
Revising your work 
The journey continues… 



So you’ve written your rough 
draft. Now what? 

!   Read my comments carefully 

!   Refine your thesis 

!   Take away arguments that are not doing useful work 

!   Refine existing arguments 

!   Add new arguments to replace ones that you’ve taken out 

!   Move things around 

!   Rewrite first and last sentences of  paragraphs 

!   Go through carefully, improve each sentence 

!   Rewrite introduction. Further refine thesis 

 



STEP ONE: TEACHER’S 
COMMENTS 

!   Read my comments carefully 

!   Ask me questions 

!   Complete STEP ONE on lab worksheet 



STEP TWO: REFINE YOUR 
THESIS 

!   Circle your thesis statement 

!   Reread your essay carefully 

!   On the hard copy of  your essay 
!    put a ✔ next to any argument (quotation sandwich) that you 

think relates directly to your thesis 

!   Put a ¢ next to any argument that has the potential to relate to 
your thesis, but doesn’t directly relate yet 

!   Put a ✖ next to any argument that does not relate to your thesis 



STEP TWO: REFINE YOUR 
THESIS 

!   Empathy = (noun) the ability to understand and share the 
feelings of  another 

 

Duddy Kravitz was mean to MacPherson when he was younger. 
He inadvertently killed MacPherson’s wife. He constantly teased 
and tormented MacPherson.   

Duddy mistreats Yvette. He refers to her as his “girl Friday.” He 
uses and manipulates her in order to achieve his goal. He treats 
her more like a secretary than a girlfriend. 



STEP TWO: REFINE YOUR 
THESIS 

!   Empathy = (noun) the ability to understand and share the 
feelings of  another 

 

Duddy Kravitz was mean to MacPherson when he was younger. 
He inadvertently killed MacPherson’s wife. He constantly teased 
and tormented MacPherson. ¢ 

Duddy mistreats Yvette. He refers to her as his “girl Friday.” He 
uses and manipulates her in order to achieve his goal. He treats 
her more like a secretary than a girlfriend. ¢ 



STEP TWO: REFINE YOUR 
THESIS 

! Duddy does not show empathy for his friends, but he does 
show empathy for his family 

!   INTERESTING. How is this possible? How can he feel 
empathy in one situation and not another? What does his 
behaviour with his family tell us about his behaviour with his 
friends? What does his behaviour with his friends tell us 
about his behaviour with his family? What is the relationship 
between these two groups? 



STEP TWO: REFINE YOUR 
THESIS 

!   Circle your thesis statement 

!   Reread your essay carefully 

!   On the hard copy of  your essay 
!    put a ✔ next to any argument (quotation sandwich) that you 

think relates directly to your thesis 

!   Put a ¢ next to any argument that has the potential to relate to 
your thesis, but doesn’t directly relate yet 

!   Put a ✖ next to any argument that does not relate to your thesis 



STEP TWO: REFINE YOUR 
THESIS 

!   Complete STEP TWO of  worksheet: 

!   Ask yourself  as many questions about your thesis/
arguments/essay as you can 

!   Write 3 different versions of  your thesis 



STEP THREE: EVALUATE THE 
QUALITY OF YOUR ARGUMENTS 

!   Think of  your arguments in terms of  strength. Any essay will 
have some arguments that the writer feels is stronger than 
others. You usually want to put your stronger arguments 
closer to the beginning. 

!   Weaker arguments must be rewritten, or taken out 
completely. Don’t think of  them as a waste of  time. All part 
of  the process. 

!   Complete STEP THREE on worksheet 



STEP 4: REFINE 
ARGUMENTS 

!   The goal is simple when revising: make your essay better. 
You make your essay better GLOBALLY, but editing it 
LOCALLY. Spend time on each argument. How could you 
make it stronger? Ask yourself  the following questions: 
!   Does this fit directly with my thesis? If  not, how could I make 

this argument more specific to my thesis? 
!   Have I looked at this quote as closely as possible? Am I being 

fair to Duddy as a round character? Can I possibly balance two 
conflicting ideas here to make argument more refined (Even 
though Duddy…., he….). 

!   Can I think of  more connections I can make between this 
moment in the novel and another one? 

!   Can I mention any literary elements (characterization, setting, 
imagery, etc.)? Would that make my argument more 
illuminating? 



STEP 5: MOVE THINGS 
AROUND 

!   As mentioned above, you want to have your strongest 
arguments at the beginning. Generally speaking, you want to 
move from strongest to weakest.  

!   Don’t feel that you need to move in chronological order. You 
don’t. 

!   COMPLETE STEP 5 ON WORKSHEET 


