
The Favourite Game, Exploratory Writing Exercise 
(1% of in-class/at home writing assignments) 

 
 

1. What do you most want to do with your life, or at least the next few years? If you 
could do anything, what would you do? 

 
2. Do your aspirations ever come into conflict with what your parents want you to 

do? What other obstacles do you perceive in your attempt to live your life the way 
you would like to live it? 

 
3. What does Breavman most want to do with his time? What aspirations does he 

have? 
 

4. Who or what does Breavman come into conflict with in his attempts to live his life 
the way he wants? Think of as many people or things as you can. 
 

5. What aspect of the adult world do you consider to be most fake and phony? 
Why? 
 

6. What aspect of the adult world does Breavman consider to be most fake and 
phony? Where does he speak about this? 

 
7. As he is running away from Tamara, Breavman thinks, “Commitment was 

oppressive but the thought of flesh-loneliness was worse” (89). What conflict is 
taking place within Breavman here?  
 

8. What do you think of when you hear the word “commitment?” Does it have 
positive or negative connotations for you (or both)? 

 
9. Why do you think Breavman finds commitment oppressive?  

 
10. During their relationship, “Breavman and Tamara were cruel to each other” (92). 

What effect did the cruelty have on their relationship (look at the passage where 
this quote comes from)? According to the novel, what part does cruelty play in 
love? 

 
11. During one of the interludes on page 34, Breavman says the following about an 

artist: “No real corporeal woman can give him the pleasure of his own creations” 
(34). What is he really trying to tell her here? 

 
  
 
 
 


