
Considering your Community: Poem Project 
(In-Class/At-Home Assignments, 4% of final grade), Due: ____________ 

 
For this assignment, you will write a poem about your community. I use the word “community” in a 
very loose sense. Your community can be any combination of the following: a half-a-dozen people that 
you feel closest to; the few blocks where you grew up; a nationality (or nationalities) that you feel 
particularly attached to; a language; a culture; an ethnic community; a city; a province; a country; etc. If 
you feel like you are not part of any defined community, write about what that feels like, or write about 
what it feels like for to be a Montrealer, a Quebecois, or a Canadian. 
 
I’m also using the word “poetry” in a very broad sense. We will be using the poems we’ll read over 
the next couple weeks as inspiration. I will provide templates based on these poems that you can use (or 
not) as a springboard for your imagination. Other than that, feel free to write whatever kind of poem 
you want to write. There is no assigned form that you have to write in, and your poem doesn’t have 
to rhyme (it could, if you want it to). Your poem can be in verse format (like Klein or Layton’s poems), or 
prose format (like The Wanderer). I encourage you to play around with language. You may use more 
than one language (English, French, other languages) in your poem, if you wish. 
 
Your poem should be about one page, single-spaced (you can double space between stanzas, or 
wherever you feel a pause is warranted).   
You must use at least three kinds of imagery in your poem. Remember there are 5 kinds of imagery 
(visual, auditory, tactile, olfactory, gustatory). You can use one more than the others, but you must have 
at least 3 in the poem.  
This is a creative exercise, so feel free to have fun with it. Your poem can be funny, sad, serious, 
nostalgic, boastful, regretful, fantastical, etc. Be open to whatever emotions arise while you are writing it. 
 
You will be asked to read your poem out loud to the class.  
 
Here are some ideas on how you could approach your poem: 
 

• Focus on a place (like Klein’s “Montreal,” or “Autobiographical”): describe where you grew up, or 
your home country, or somewhere you’ve lived that had an influence on you, or where you live 
now. Are there particular images (sights, sounds, smells, tastes) that you associate most with this 
place?   

• Focus on an object (like Klein’s “Rocking Chair,” or “Grain Elevator”): Can you think of an object 
that could be a metaphor for your community? An object that you remember fondly from your 
childhood? A curious, unique object? An everyday, run of the mill object? An object that your 
community would see as foreign or threatening? You may want to try using personification. 

• Focus on an event (like Layton’s “The Bull Calf,” or “Butterfly on Rock”): Can you think of an 
event that has shaped your community, or the way you think about your community? Can you 
think of an event that shaped your own life, and therefore your relationship to your surroundings? 
This can be an event from your own life, or a well-known event.  

• Focus on a person: Describe a (either a well-known person, or someone you know personally) 
person who you feel most represents your community. Is there someone that you know, someone 
you admire, who you think embodies your community? Is there an artist that you admire that has 
managed to capture the spirit of your community?  

 
Here are some templates from poems that we’ve read that you can use to begin your poems. 
Simply fill in the words with your own nouns, verbs or adjectives, and see where it leads you (you can 
combine templates from different numbers, if you wish). You don’t have to use these templates if you 
don’t want to: 
 
Poems about place: 
 

1. Out of ___________________ streets where a __________ 
Dreamed _________________________________, 



 
 

2. O city ______________, isle _______________! 
Your _________________ and _____________ 
Traverse ______________________________! 
Splendor ___________ of your ____________ 

 
Poems about objects: 
 

3. It _________ the _________ of the ____________. Heard 
in the _____________________ of _______________ 
___________, --it is no less _________________ 

 
 

4. Up from the _________________________ 
It rises ____________ and ______________ 
Like something out of ____________. Something seen 
in _______________ 

 
Poems about events: 
 

5. Below me the _________ was ________ 
the _______ were the first to _________ 
I saw ____________________ 

 
I saw _____________ 
from _________ to _____________, ______ing 
the _______ _________ly for _____________ 

 
6. The large ________________, _____________ 

were _______________ 
 

They say ____________________ 
will __________ like ______________ 

 
But I thought: The ________ has ___________ 
this ____________ is _________________ 
its most __________ and ______________ 
to be ______________ made ___________ 

 
Forgot were ______________________ 
I had seen ________________________ 
I heard _________________________ 
And brought ______________________ 
And felt___________________________ 

 
 

How you will be graded for this assignment: 
 
Poem is long enough (about one page)     1 
Poem demonstrates engagement with subject (community)  1 
Poem uses three kinds of imagery     1 
Poem has been read out loud      1 
 
 
Total         4 


