
Revising: Fixing the first and last sentences of your paragraphs 
(In-class/At-home assignments, 1% of your final grade) 

 
In this assignment, you will revise the first and last sentences of ONE of the body paragraphs in 
your Duddy Kravitz essay.  
 
Choose one paragraph in which you feel the first and last sentences could be improved. Copy and 
paste the original paragraph. 
 
Then, rewrite the first and last sentences so that they are more effective. Run through the following 
checklist: 
 
First Sentence: 
 

ü Is your first sentence analytical, not factual? 
ü Does your first sentence both state the main idea of the paragraph, and what you will say 

about that idea? 
ü Have you referred to any literary elements? (this one is not mandatory, but could be helpful) 
ü Have you used an appropriate transition? (again, not mandatory, but could be helpful, 

depending on the paragraph before) 
 
Last Sentence: 
 

ü Does the last sentence leave off on an interesting, satisfying note? 
ü Does your last sentence “punctuate” the paragraph? 
ü Is your last sentence too long? If so, could you shorten it to make it more effective? 

 
For this exercise, put your first and last sentences in bold. 
 
Example: 
 
Original Paragraph: 
 
Firstly, Duddy is very cruel to his friends. He makes Milty Halpern drink a secret potion that makes 
him sick, and forces him to open his mother’s tulips, something that will certainly land him in trouble. 
Duddy’s own amusement—and the opportunity to look like a big shot—outweighs any consideration for 
Milty’s feelings. We see a similar pattern with Virgil later on in the novel. Duddy thoughtlessly allows him 
to drive the truck, and steals his money. Though the consequences are far graver for Virger than they 
were for Milty, the behaviour is remarkably consistent. Duddy may have gotten older, but his 
apprenticeship seems to have stalled somewhere around eight years old. Duddy mistreats both Milty 
and Virgil in similar, but different ways. 
 
Revised Paragraph: 
 
The way Duddy mistreats his friends when his is a child foreshadows the way he will treat his 
friends when he is an adult. He makes Milty Halpern drink a secret potion that makes him sick, and 
forces him to open his mother’s tulips, something that will certainly land him in trouble. Duddy’s own 
amusement—and the opportunity to look like a big shot—outweighs any consideration for Milty’s feelings. 
We see a similar pattern with Virgil later on in the novel. Duddy thoughtlessly allows him to drive the truck, 
and steals his money. Though the consequences are far graver for Virger than they were for Milty, the 
behaviour is remarkably consistent. Duddy may have gotten older, but his apprenticeship seems to have 
stalled somewhere around eight years old. His friends, sadly, are the ones who end up paying for this 
immaturity. 
 


