
Exploratory writing exercise 
(1% of group discussion grade) 

Complete the following exercise in your Favourite Game Ideas Journal 
 
You have a friend who doesn’t like to read. You want to write her a letter, 
recommending The Favourite Game. Pretend that you love the book, and you really 
want to share what you find so special about it with her. 
 
When you are finished doing that, write a response from your friend to you, thanking 
you for recommending the book. 
 

ü Each letter should be one paragraph (half a page is enough) 
ü In both cases, you must state as specifically as possible why you are 

recommending the book or why you are grateful that it was recommended.  
ü In both cases, you must include a specific reference to at least ONE part of 

the novel (either a quote or a reference) as evidence of why she should read the 
book, or why you liked it. 
 
  

Example: 
(You can use the following as templates, or not. As you wish. Yours can be longer than 
these, but they shouldn’t be shorter ): 
 
Dear Susan, 
 
You should read The Apprenticeship Duddy Kravitz. It’s a story about… In the novel, Duddy is 
a character who… He also… 
The most interesting scene to me is the one where he… 
This scene is particularly interesting because… 
We learn a lot about Duddy’s character here, like the fact that… 
This scene relates to the rest of the novel because… 
 
Sincerely, 
Jeff 
 
 
 
Dear Jeff, 
 
Thank you so much for recommending this book to me! Duddy is certainly a greedy, but 
unforgettable, character. That part you mention reminds me of the moment in the novel 
where… 
I really love the way Richler… 
Did you also notice that…? Do you agree with me that…? 
My conclusion about Duddy’s character is that he… 
 
Sincerely, 
Susan  
 
	  


