
Alternate Exploratory Writing Exercise #2: Making Connections 
(In-Class / At-Home Writing Assignments, 1% of final grade) 

 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Part 3, Chapter 2, when talking with Uncle Benjy on his death bed, Duddy tells him: 
 
  ‘You were my uncle…and I thought it was the right thing to tell you the goy was  

stealing form you. I’m no squealer. I wanted you to like me. You treated me like dirt... 
You always looked for the bad side with me.’ 

            (245) 
 

Ø We can extrapolate a lot from this short piece of dialogue. There is a lot of meaning we could decipher 
about Duddy’s character, both in terms of his value system, and how he might have inherited this value 
system. 

 
Ø Using this short dialogue as a prompt, complete the following exploratory tasks. I will not be marking 

grammar, sentence structure, or spelling for this assignment. 
 
 
Task 1: Creating Meaning 
 
Respond to the following questions. 
 
Why is this piece of dialogue particularly meaningful? What is revealing about Duddy’s response?  How does 
this exchange tie into some of the themes we’ve been discussing? 
 
 
 
Task 2: What other scenes or moments in the novel does this short exchange bring to mind?   
 
Respond to the question above by making as many connections as possible between the above passage 
and other parts of the novel. Think of at least 3 other scenes in the novel that remind you of the ideas 
expressed in this passage (Duddy’s moral code, his sense of family, the way he was treated as a kid). 
Describe each scene, and freewrite what it tells us about Duddy’s attitude toward “the brotherhood of man,” and 
where this attitude might originate from. You may list more than 3 scenes. Don’t mention the specific scene 
that Duddy is referring to (where he squeals on a co-worker in his uncle’s factory in Part 1). 
 
 
 

Interpreting a work of literature involves recognizing thematic patterns within a 
text, and making connections between them. In this exercise, you will practice 
these skills 


