
Contextualizing and Integrating Quotations Exercise 
 
Remember that for each quotation you include in your essay, it must be both contextualized and punctuated 
properly.  
 

ü Contextualized = We must know where in the novel we are, who is speaking, to whom, and what he 
or she is speaking about. 

ü Punctuated: Quotes cannot be their own sentences; they must be attached to the sentence before. 
There are 3 ways to punctuate a quote. See “quotation sandwiches” presentation on LEA, or page 145 
of your course manual. 

 
For the examples below, decide if each quotation is 
 

a) Contexutalized and punctuated properly: 
After Mr. MacPherson voiced his frustration to his peers, Mr. Coldwell suggests, “Damn it John, strap the 
little bastard and put an end to this nonsense” (25). 
 
If the quote is contextualized and punctuated properly, put a check mark next to it. 

 
b) Contextualized properly, but not punctuated properly: 

When Duddy is alone with Bernie, he tells him: “I could never marry her. She’s my Girl Friday … It’s one 
of the first things I ever told her.” (229)  
 
If the quote is contextualized properly, but not punctuated properly, fix the punctuation 

 
c) Not contextualized: 

Duddy was the reason Mr. McPherson’s wife died because he called to prank him. But, he takes no 
responsibility for it and doesn’t even feel sorry about it. “Strap the little bastard and put an end to this 
nonsense”, “coward”, “brat “(30) that is how the teachers view duddy. 
 
If the quote is not contextualized, rewrite the sentence before the quotation, or add a sentence, 
to make sure that it is both contextualized and punctuated properly. 
 

You can do A and B on this sheet. C should be done on a separate sheet. 
 

1. Before Benjy passes away, he writes a letter to Duddy where one passage says, “I’d look at you and see 
a busy, conniving little kid, and I was wrong because there was more, much more.[…] There’s more to 
you than mere money-lust” (279-280) 

 
2. Similarly, when Virgil has a fit after receiving a revealing call from the bank, Duddy cowardly avoids the 

ensuing incriminating situation: “Yvette reached the window just in time to him pass outside. Duddy ran, 
he ran, he ran” (309). 

 
3. At the beginning of the novel it is clearly demonstrated that Duddy dislikes Mr. MacPherson.  At recess-

time, Mr. MacPherson asks Duddy to put his cigarette away.  But when MacPherson turns around 
Duddy makes fun of his class master, "No sooner had Mr MacPherson turned his back on them than 
Duddy began to hum Coming through the Rye" (11). 

 
4. Duddy doesn’t hide the fact that he doesn’t love Yvette as much as she loves him. “Duddy drove up to St. 

Agathe that Friday night and took Yvette to a bar where they would not be seen” (133).  
 

5. Duddy needed Yvette’s presence because he never had a women taking care of him. This is how he 
could fulfill his need of love and affection. “You know what you saw in me? You saw a young guy who 
was going to make it. You saw a pretty good life ahead.” 

 
6. When Lennie ran away from medical school, Duddy’s maturity level shot through the roof. “’I think you 

both ought to go to bed ... We can’t do anything at this hour. I’ll get up early tomorrow and start seeing 
his friends. Somebody will know something.” (161).   

 
 



7. While in the hospital with Yvette, after Virgil’s accident, Duddy thinks to himself “I wish I’d never met him. 
I hope he dies and I never have to see him again.” (248). 
 

8. Duddy is a young adolescent who is putting his mind on one goal that can prove to everyone that he is a 
somebody. “Each year the corn came up scrawnier and the cucumbers yellowed before they ripened, 
but Simcha persisted with his planted”. 
 

9. On Duddy’s first job for his uncle Benjy he felt like he was being driven back in his quest for success: 
“Some kid. Some kid you are. Not like Lennie? You’re only here a week and already you may have got a 
girl in trouble. Two weeks in the cutting room and you come to me with this story about Lacroche”.(61) 

 
10. Once he owed only one thousand dollars for the machines, he found a way to maneuver around it. He 

proposed his idea to Virgil: “What would you say if for that thousand bucks I could put my hands on just 
the truck for you?” (215). 

 
11. When Duddy and Hersh are talking about MacPherson, Duddy says: “How was I to know that his wife 

would answer the phone?” (263) 
 

12. Even the first time Yvette took Duddy to the lake his only focus was on the land, “Duddy looked pained 
and he wondered if she realized that he was ashamed of being seen with her on the lake” (96). 

 
13. Shortly after first meeting Yvette at the hotel in Ste-Agathe, they go on a date to swim in a lake that not 

too many people know about. Duddy takes exceptional interest in this lake, and as a result makes it his 
life’s goal to buy it, and the land surrounding it. In this chapter, it says that “Duddy made love quickly to 
Yvette by the shore” (99). 

 
 

HW ASSIGNMENT: Contextualizing and Integrating Quotations 
(In-Class/HW assignments, 1% of final grade) 

 
For this assignment, list 5 quotations from your essay. Make sure they are contextualized and 
punctuated properly. You need the sentence before the quotation, and the quotation, that’s it. (you don’t need 
to include analysis after the quotation. You can use any quotation that was already contextualized and 
punctuated properly in your rough draft. Note that I didn’t always mark where you made mistakes, and I didn’t 
mark for punctuation in your rough draft. So, even if you got a 5/5 of quotations, you may still have mistakes with 
punctuation.  
You only need to write the corrected version of the contextualized quotation (you don’t need to write the original 
version) 
You will earn 1 mark for each quote that is both Contextualized and Punctuated properly 
NOTE: This is something you will have to do anyway in order to properly revise your rough draft 
 
Your text must be double-spaced and formatted according to guidelines or it will not be accepted. 
 
Example (yours must be double spaced and in 12-point font): 
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Contextualizing and Integrating Quotations Exercise 
 
 

1. After Mr. MacPherson voiced his frustration to his peers, Mr. Coldwell suggests, “Damn it John, strap the 
little bastard and put an end to this nonsense” (25). 

2. 
 3. 
 4. 
 5. 
 


